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Comvpetition Procedure

The architestum] competition was organized in two phages,
Phase 1 - The everall design and the Fellshus

The apen international competition concerning an overall
design morwept for the building complex and the design of the
busildtirg for mutual e was held in fall 1995

16t prize winner Berger+Parkkinen Architekoen
Rerger+FParkkinen Architekten were commissioned for the
deaign of the commen building, the copper band. the sutdesr
facilitiaz, the landscaping ard the undarground facilities. They
were further commassioned for the wrban coordination of the
overall design

BEI.'#F + Parkkinen Architekten were alse commissioned o
do the light deatgn (with George Bextan Assaciatest and the
irterior design of the Felleshus

Fhage 2: The design of the Embassies.

EEpauli.- competifiens were kield 1n each Nardie Cou nkry
concerning the deeign of the embsssaiog

The winning proposal from phase 1 constivoted the spatial
limits nmd the architectural concept for the competitson of

The Embassies of the Nordic Countries in Berlin

AL B E R A (E R

1st phase
Project team: Barger+Parkkinen Architekten
Architects: Alfred Berger, Tiina Parkkinen

Team: Margarete Dietrich, Antli Laiho, Ines Nicic, Kurt Satfler, Peter Thalbauer, Gunther Unterfrauner, ivan Zdenkovic

2nd phase

The following architects for the embassies have been chosen

by the coordinated jury-sessions in June 1994:

The Embassy of Denmark: Nielsen, Niglsen & Nielsen A [ 5, Arhus
The Embassy of Finland: VIIVA Arkkitehtuuri Oy, Helsinki

The Embassy of lceland: Polmar Kristmundsson, Reykjavik

The Embassy of Norway: Snghetfta as, Oslo

The Embassy of Sweden: Wingdrdh Arkitekikontor AB, Goteborg
F—REEE

THEARRR AT, Berger + Parkkinen

B, Alfred Berger 0 Tiina Parkkiren

i . Margarete Dietrich, Antti Laiho, Ines Micic, Kurt Sattler, Peter Thalbauver, G {inther Unterfrauner #1 Ivan Zdenkovic

HREE

FEX{ER. Nielsen, Nislsen & Nielsen A/S, BETHANR
FWAMEME. VIVA Arkkitehturi Oy, #REE

BRI {EM . Palmar Kristmundsson, B #i&

ek {EM. Snohetta as BHTRE

T A{ERE. Wingddh Arkitektkontor AR, ER{SE

The decision by the five Nordic countries on building their embassies
jointly resulted from several years of co-operation and mutual trust,
Financial reasons, including the possibility of utilising the prime location
site efficiently, contributed to quick decision-making.

Despite the fact that the project was a joinl venture, all countries wished
to express their sovereignty and individual«ulture in their respective
buildings. The inherent conflict in the task brought out the inevitable

questions: what would represent the unity of the Nordic countries and how

to express the individuality of nations? This leads designers directly to the
heart of the basic solution.

Five rather small buildings in the increasingly densely built centre of Berlin
might just constitute a group of five separate ‘villas’ set in the Tiergarten
park landscape. No matter how attractive these buildings might be, this
solution would not express the idea of a community. Designers needed
a larger element that would bind the composition together, enclose the
national embassy buildings and represent the community. Thus, the project
was started by defining the massing of the block.

The free form of the mass derives from the site boundary, position of
trees and location, by the Tiergarten park. The working process included
dividing ‘the critical mass’, the adopted working title of the block, to create
six separate volumes. The tension created by the empty space between the
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R AR SR A SESREERTRMASE
HEEREERAEE, —SEBAFENER
H, REAEYHAEESHIEO TS, &
B {2 AL T I — SR AL,
EEEFEE—EERWEAE. EE2MRAEN
HEFLESEMNECEBER L4
BEBRAEEN I, E—EREIENN
AFRHET —EFTE2MME. bfta
EREEELEEFAAER? NEAREE
EFFEAETSEN EEEMGEEREIS
OB ERE TR ETY,
ERBEEBHE O MBMT R, AHE
B RS EE AT ey
Wi (Tergeten Pak) RERETRE
HAEERTH % @EmmiER. BRiE
EFEMNEES A E—RAanEQRE
EREILEIEENMEAEL. BHER
EF-RERZINTE HELERHESE—
E SAEYCEFRAPHERENTHEARE
—HM, B, E—HE—MiEHREEER
BEEEMNERTE.

BRE

BRI

HH W T,

MR -N R Fallesrus
gaENErEmEsREEAERRH XL TR RE L
A i s R S A T BESIE R R T

N—Em R, Bager + Pokkine

BB Bege 4+ Podkren WETAWAHEREE £H
HE, FHrEE REREXEdFRETERE. 5 fMEEE
£ i I i o T TR T 1,

BEE Berger 3 Parkkiven REESERETEE (2

George SmaonifE) [l EFelleshus @ sRigE:,

WPREE MR

HELEEFEM SN AIRT TR, ¥
B AN R RN SRR,
THEERIREERA IR HERARETEL Y,

E—HEMNEEIEEEETEREEINE
nEEMpPRARSR. BRGEHTH,
ETREaENS WRESR W AEAE
EEEFHETIER. LIENEYAEFE
RORTT, JEubEE T MO Ay = ) ATiE AL E
BESERRAREEETHRERE, HE
=M RBTEZENF CRE
AERESERENAEESE AR
B, BEETHITAMRETHBERCET
M5 AR AL R,

B EEESEM T RetEE. SrEET
BAFEEEEFONEARETE, REF
Berger #0 Parkkinen Architekien 358 EEEET
BrufmnREESE NEEEAEEER
FEMat TEFREES.
FrEXEENEENAOSE R0 K
B LEREREEHELIEEHAERD
EE 2R BENndTHRBEEZA F
Wl omAE L ERHEAT M EREENE
a1,
BTREH—ELAREENRNE
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units 15 reminiscent of the original state of the former unit. This ‘in-between-space’
became the central outdoor *plaza’, about which the embassy complex is organised
The geometries of the building volumes were carefully defined in the outline
design.

Separate architectural competitions were held 1in each of the respective countries to
resolve the final -.|I.'*~'i;:_'_|1 of the five en bassy buildings.

Berger + Parkkinen Architekten was appointed to design the sixth, the so-called
common building,

project.

The front facades and entrances of all the embassies face the central *plaza’, whic

expresses therr mutual respect and will to communicate with one another. Within
the bounds of this intimate urban square, each building is allowed to represent itself.

and the unique identity of the country.

Fo créale a composition that would represent the whole community, Berger and

Parkkinen Architeckten developed a copper band that ties up the building mass. The
band incorporates all the six buildings within its boundaries and forms an unbroker
and mdependent element with a character of its own. Its flowing, uninterrupted
movement introduces a new scale to the complex and transforms the six, rathe
small buildings into an element, whose scale corresponds with that of the urban
context. The open parts of the copper band reveal details of the inside. The band
links and conceals elements, but only partly attracts attention to the multifaceted

interior, It 1s landscape form, through which individual buildings can be seen
l'he 15-metre-high and almost 250-metre-long band consists of almost four
thousands 1dentical copper lamellae. Most of the lamellae surface i1s closed,

some of the lamellae have been opened out horizontally, or at a 45°-angle. This

has been done in response to a need for light, shade, ventilation, visibility, or for
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security reasons. Berger and Parkkinen Architekten call this copper band an
autogenerated facade.

By revealing only some of its secrets, the band shifts the viewer's interest
from the noisy main street to the more secluded side street, Rauchstrasse.
From this vantage point, the entire interior world of the embassy complex
opens out, and the viewer can discern the sophisticated interplay between
the buildings at a glance. Here the visitor will find the entry to the common
building, and further to the embassies.

The common building ‘Felleshuset’ forms the gate to the complex and
functions as a meeting place for the embassies’ staff, visitors and people
of Berlin alike. It is the centre for cultural exchange and information. To
allow free movement of visitors, all the functions of the building take place
beyond the internal security zone of the embassies.

The plan of the building is organised around a central glazed atrium- A
glazed staircase connects the different levels of the building. In addition
to entrance facilities, the ground floor also houses the auditorium and the
Consulates of the Nordic countries, which have a shared entrance on the
Rauchstrasse.

The first floor of the building has large terraces and its character is both
open and transparent - glimpses of the copper band are visible already when
approaching the entrance. On this level, the atrium is surrounded by a zone
ptions, parties and
other events. Conference rooms and staff dining are located in a secluded
area above the exhibition spaces.

[he facade of the building consists of wooden cladding articulated by
glass ribbons. The materials and structure create an air of transparency and
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hghtness.

The common building that is first revealed behind the copper band is the
edifice that represents the embassies in the urban milieu. Together the
embassies of the Nordic countries form a composition that i1s more than the
sum of 1ts parts.
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North elevation
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Clients Danish Ministey of Housing and Building.
Kopenhagen
Finlkand: Ministry for Foreign Affairs, Helanki
. Teelnnd: Government Engineering Contracts, Raykjovik
Karway: Statehygg / Public Construction + Property, Delo
Sweden: Statens Fustighetsvark, Stockbolm
 ——PEcriptson’ A building eomples, containing five embassies, &
building for mutual use and a general hasement with parking
fie ¥ pars, enclossd by a 236 m long copper band.
Time: 19605- 185
Loecafion: Rauchstrasse 1 [F10747 Berlin
Total site Aren’ 7.290 m'
Built wrea: 3425 m”
Grosa Meor Ares: 15 551 m*
Cverall cost: 48.5 Mio, Eure

Design steps
o

#E, AMSTSERE (Denish Mimsiy of Housing and
Buildng| . &

B, AFE (Mrstry for Foesgn Affairs| EErE
*h BEFIASE. BRHEER

B, Sy S SEREFRGE, B

md . Suens Fevghetsvek . FRTER

Hik, —MEEERENE. FHTIELERE WE—E
YMAMHTE HARIEMENERTE,

s . 1G9hE-1090

EH4rE . Pouchsrasse 1 0 —I107ET Barlm

MEW. T S0F A

BEER. 2 4NEEHR

ANEEW 15 S5 FAXE

BeE s
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