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Limoges Concert Hall

The Concert Hall in Limoges” outer envelope is made of wood arcs and translucent

rigid polycarbonate sheets and the inner envelope of wood.

The use of wood was suggested by the location of the hall, in a clearing within a large
forest surrounded by trees over 200 years old. The region also has an active timber
industry. In addition, the soft translucency of the polycarbonate complemented
the wooden frame by allowing light to filter in and out of the building. The strateqy

establishes reciprocity between concept and context.

The configuration of the double envelope with circulation in-between is a scheme
that is advantageous for both acoustical and thermal reasons. The detached and
fragmented envelope opens in two directions, towards both the forest and the road.
Between the two envelopes are the movement vectors: two ramps, one extending
downward toward the lower tiers of the auditorium, and the other upward toward the
upper tiers. Additionally, two straight "flying" staircases extend directly toward the

top row of seats.
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