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Reconstructing the Surface

Tank Shanghai Art Center
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ABSTRACT  Ground has always played a key role in the

practice of OPEN Architecture. its recently-completed
project Tank Shanghai Art Center proposes a Z-shaped
super-surface to connect five individual oil tanks which
previously served Shanghai Longhua Airport. As such,
the project creates an open urban park in addition to
the required art center. By tracing the six-year design
process, the essay attempts to discuss the project through
two threads: theoretical discourses on the urban ground
as well as the role of ground in OPEN Architecture's
practice. While the project marks the office’s long-term

pursuit of urban publicness and spatial openness, it also

g
s

poses new challenges in how to better maintain the high
quality of public space.
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|. Main entrance

2.The abandoned oil tanks before renovation

3. Master plan

4. Aerial view of Tank Shanghai and its surroundings
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Project: Tank Shanghai Art Center

Location: West Bund, Xuhui District, Shanghai

Design year: 2013-2019

Client: Shanghai West Bund Development Group, Tank Shanghai

Program: Art Galleries, Event Spaces, Restaurant, Café, Live Music Club,
Museum Offices and Art Storage

Building area: 10,845 m*

Site area: 47,448 m?

Architects: OPEN Architecture

Principal-in-Charge: LI Hu, HUANG Wenjing

Project team: YE Qing, LUO Ren, Victor QUIROS, ZHOU Tingting,
CHEN Xiuyuan, LI Zhentao, ZHAQO Yao, LU Di, JiA Han,
ZHANG Yiwen, Steven SHI, ZHOU Xiaochen, HUANG
Zhonghan, Laurence CHAN, Cynthia Yurou CUI, YANG Qi, GE
Can, GAO Qi, Stephanie LEE, JIN Boan, ZHANG Hao, WANG
Mangyuan, YAN Dihua, ZHANG Chang, Tomas KOWALSKY,
JJANG Simin

Local design institute: Tongji Architectural Design Group

Landscape design: Beijing EDSA Orient Planning & Landscape
Architecture Co., Ltd.

Lighting consultant: Sharighai Ming Chi Architecture and Engineering Co. Ltd, -

EARYN, TEEMI— M (object) 2,
BEEMEN—H BB (landscape) HIRE,” "V T
18 -3 (Stan Allen) MESE, ¥ LRI IOE
RO B G2, SRR —FE
BEFABEXMESERETLRNERHR, X
RiE, BERHERY WREXE" 0 OPENEBH
EEH (UTHH OPEN') mERANRAXKRT
BEC, NRESHEBHER T HEBRIGES
EIRMAR, BEREGEURR Y SEBE"
BHESREDEHRLEMUCCADEERE, #
R OPEN (XB P HARRE— I EERAL D,
SR FREREE R RO TBISN, XK BEIEY
R REAAG TGN E — AR CBARE
{Super-surface) AJ A FRIGFEBSETHHN S Mh
SRR RER, BRE R b B—AF
BEORTAR, R 2T, SEANARZE
e TR MR, WEFOIE—EAR
BIT. RTREFERTAFEZE.

MHEERFONRIE, RETLABRERN
TH, —HE, MEDETREGREHR ANSEE
SRTARNERERY, TRAK— N EFBR
R OEXMHE  CRPEN. AANG, ETUR
ATHMBEROL, % "ABHER RHBN. TH
BEWERBOVMMD, EBTAS—MT A%
SENARZE 2 FHXRD, B—HE. 5 OPEN
WEBREEL, EHBEEHRTADLGES
WA ARER, ©2 OPEN K LUKERMAT 2
NS AT RN — MRS, CRERAEEL
KT H ERBABRMGER, kMRS TSI
SHFIMTENS TR T OB,

BICEI Time+Architecture 2019/4 63

1 AREOR BN ik 2%

XTHEHSEURGHEMTRGRETEE
R T X R R A A R AT RGR . R E A D
. AHERUETFEMSRMEEHREANZ
L. BAZTHAZER. YSANTERHZE, =
BEGTITER . BEYANESUY M, "IRE
BRANEY. BRARGET —HEAZNEH . B
R PRHABRAKEENASEIREARMN
HELHER, AAANERTEMERGIR. B
¥ ENT TRz ERBAMNMYRACHTIE
REXMEXNTEER. RFRREX—BRAR
NEIESLERTHAARREN. SRANEFE.
MENABMHRANN "ER" HEXXRHMHG
ANESFETHEMENLRT .,

A, ERAZARTFEND T —EER
YepRE, ERUFRLZEEN. MREFE
5, "—LRBERZTHHHRANIZES 0R
MR FEERLE 2 TR, Al TIEFNKRE
RANKE, FRBNHKR, WRWKFERHRK
BRETR. BURERSENESR, ZHEBER
FKEHEHF, BRMUMEEEM K, nRX—HE
BARTT, B4, BREHNBRUERFZAN REE
ETHRE, ADFEER. X¥, CRESEREE
TRk, Y RERAFHERIBRT BRKE
TEBEN ALY . FUERMEREARTA TR
MERMR. mENTBABENEEHTHKNE
B, HEMNIRE.

MREFRAFNALH RS NRBHTE T
B, MawBen "ATHE NRIARTIXBRHY
—IE AT, TR EEBEISKIE (Dom-ino) JR

Ha
[
¥
H
og
&
=
LY



e

——

Y N R SN S




e 6 R % N

& & e 207

514 8 BT 13 FFDNERLEE
4 BT ) T 14 5
5 & 10 ZifEs 8] 15 5

S R ERE

6 Bi¥

7. BEFELRANER
S EE¥H

9. _E¥m|

10. E— KRR RIME
I ARTTRNE

12. B UM T

5. Super-surface

6. Event Plaza lawn

7. Undulating grass on the Supersurface
8. First floor plan

9. Second floor plan

10. Model of the first scheme

| [.Model! of the second scheme

12. Model of the final scheme
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