m
=
<
!

Looking towards the elevation facing the scramble junchion et & Bws

EX

The site of EX faces the front of a four—way crosswalk with heavy pedestrian traffic.
The goal of the project was to design a core facility that could change the scenery
of the Chiba station area that is suffering from economic decay. The solution to this
problem was to design a building with a five-storey glass atrium in the front so the
various activities inside would be seen from the outside. Then by having an atrium full
of movement, the architects aimed to let the context and the atrium have a stronger
connection to each other.

The main circulation for the building is gathered at the front atrium facing the
existing shopping district. The atrium then is made with a transparent curtain wall
so it visually opens up to the surrounding district. Besides, the escalator facing the
atrium is cantileverad to make the space become open. The building’s exterior is then
clad with metal panels that vary in width to give the building a rhythm and aveids the
monotenous surface,

The name of the building is "EX" which is a prefix meaning "out of”. This is to
emphasise on the designer’s design concept: wide range of information and activities

are sent out fram this building, making the whole community a more attractive place.
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Close-up of the exterior

Wiew from the main ground level entrance looking at the cantilevered floors
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T E A L The organic print on the building surface adds playfulness to the architecture
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Photo: Kohichi Tarimura

Architect: SATOH Hirotaka Architects
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