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Mora River Aquarium

Given the blazing Alentejo sun and the need to create shade, the building was devised as a compact and
monolitmc volume with a pitched shelter of thin white pre-cast concrete porticos with single spans of
thirty-three metres, evoking the profile of the canonical Alentejo whitewash barns known as "montes”. The
ma-:Jinq and cross ventilation systems along with the water circuwts foster the reduction of cooling energy,

the sustainable increase of humidity and the wellbeing of animal and plant life.

standing on a massive concrete plinth with a built-in stairway-cum-ramp entrance, the pitched shed
vells a set of mute boxes that contain the programme, namely reception, ticketing and shop, cafeteria
changing exhibits hall, documentation centre, research and education, live exhibits, multimedia and a
small auditorium. Inside, the exhibition spaces tend to be dark, in order to minimise UV impact an the
live exhibits and allow visitors an in-depth viewing of the aguariums. The outdoor void between these
programme boxes and the pitched shed generates not only accelerated viewpoints onto the outside but also
a promenade that culminates in the passage through a bridge over the lake which, in itself, is also a live

exhibit of animals and plants collected and nurtured in the region. The live exhibits, the main feature of
an aquarium, reproduce, through complex life support systems, the habitat conditions of different regions
allowing to exhibit side-by-side the various animals and plants. On the basement, these support systems
guaranty stability of water temperature, pH, quality control and filtering for each habitat parameter,

including a duct gallery below each exhibit to supply and monitar the water.
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Architect: Promontor




