International Business Centre Zhi Yuan
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Location: Suzhou, China Designers: HEMMarchitekten
Competition date: 2008 Completion date: 2010 Tolal
area: 27,000 sgm Place In the compefiion: First prize
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Awarded reason:

It created a systematic pattern at the important
intersection of Long Shan Road and Tai Hu Road
that would serve as a point of orentation for the
further development of the business park,
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The proposal for the International Business
Centre Ih Yuan takes up the principle of duality
as its fundamental design concept. Two axes,
two towers, two squares and a similar number
of courtyards define the planned building
complex. The individual builldings and their
uses are arranged in relation to one another
according to the dialectic principle: high and
low. closed and open, private and public, in
alternating series. Two blocks, U-shaped in
plan, are to be constructed on the plot. The
ends of the buildings are terminated by two
slender high-rises, which are rotated and
offset with respect to one another to create
a complex structure of defined external and
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Functional area ThEE

Offices: 34 000 sgm Shops: 6, 500 sagm Restaurants:
11,300 sgm Parking lots: 30,000 sgm
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internal spaces, The two-and-three-storey plinth
buildings have rental premises for restaurants,
shops and banks, designed for flexibility of use;
the towers of different heights are reached
through spacious foyers an the ground floor and
are connected to one another by bridges af
same of the upper levels,
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