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Cristalia Offices Complex
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Design company: Estudio Lamela
ARG R ERA

Buildings 5 and 6 of Cristalia’s Business Park

An unlimited big space without boundary marks, in a state of transformation,
with big axis of road and rail traffic, a part of the city without identity
where it is needed to create one,

The group of buildings take advantage of the northsouth orientation,
colonizes the plot generating a common heart, a large green space in which
to relax, and distributes the traffic in a perimeter belt surrounded by high
trees.

The buildings have been dimensioned as compact prisms, well separated
from each other, where the inside space flows through wide-span floors,
and only the glass of the entry lobbies touches the ground.

The heights of the buildings, six floors above ground, make possible reach

a proportion of slenderness, forming some volumes where the horizontal -

dimension predominates.

Betting on the best space configuration of the inside, the pillars have been
located along the interior axis of the facade in the standard floor, generating
spans of 18 meters and a free floor of great quality.

The soft planted areas of the business park gradually tum into hard areas as
they approach the perimeter of the buildings which stand in turn over a two
basement levels.

The vehicles come in through a secondary entry at the back of the buildings.
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The buildings float over a common space where visitors and users are
received. Firstly, there is the ground where multiple transitions are
generated.

The rapprochement to the group is gradual, the access to the common area
is harmonized with material and structure changes, from the grass to the
gravel, from the garden to the square, geometric and gravitational centre of
the system.

The glass boxes of the entry lobbies lean out to the square, the main
entrances of the buildings are put into a frame by the transparency of the
glass, prisms which introduce the outside and stage the daily spectacle of
work, the discreet and constant activity of figures who slipped between no-
material walls.

Towards the square, prisms of glass. To create the central space, two solids
close the circle. The volumes of the installations of the ground floor collect
and give orientation, with his opaque mass close and blend the access field.

In the ground floor the structure changes. The pillars turn to the inside and
the facade begins as the stairs of evacuation land. The garden tums into a
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square and the square into a parking in the surface. Unexpected cuts and
little changes of heights emphasize and contain these changes.

There is another world, the purity of a ineffable box which floats above the
garden. an exclusive viewpoint, container that is dedicated to the production
and the contemplation.

In this place the transparency and the opaque objects are mixed, transparent
glass and blocks of prefabricated concrete, which are surrounded by
undulated metal sheet, generate multiple strips of the same thickness and
multiply themselves in the space of the facade.

The floor, free of supports, give us an unexpected space without barriers or
frontiers; only the sky and the leaves of the trees that surround the buildings
and act like physical references that can be easily recognized.

The footbridge of maintenance is the second skin which envelops the prism
in changing shades, and creates a spectacle as time passes. The part of
vertical communication, a box in the box, creates the field of reception. The
common spaces form high quality places, large bathrooms, technical rooms
and useful spaces for multiple uses.
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