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Royal Alexandra Children’s Hospital

The site was a very tight handkerchief of land wedged between two roads and a number of existing
buildings. Planning constraints dictated a maximum height. The very steep hill overlooking the Channel was
the location’s great saving grace, affording a sunny panoramic sweep over the sea and historic Brighton.
The introduction of an atrium at the heart of the hospital initially seemed unfeasible as it sacrificed a
significant amount of area. Addressing this shortfall the designers generated the idea of bowing the
building out as it grew upwards, which chimed nicely with the desirability of shallower plan spaces on the
lower Levels.

As the design began to take shape, it soon became known amongst the team as the "Children’s Ark", an
image that crystallised a number of important themes: from the idea of a "sustainable” community centred
around the family to the nautical spirit of Brighton and the boat-like form of the building. With its soft,
rounded corners and sheltering roof, it projected a reassuring and optimistic image, around which the
designers could integrate all the elements of the brief in a coherent and appealing way that would resonate
with children, families and staff. At the centre of the hospital, the atrium binds all levels together, ensures
good day-lighting throughout the building and creates a strong sense of the whole, which is immediately
perceived by anyone entering the Alex or moving up through it in the public Lifts.
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