Seoul

Canadian Diplomatic Complex

The design of the Canadian Embassy in Seoul creates a dialogue between Korean and
Canadian cultures, expressing commaon links and in particular a shared reverence for
nature, This unigue site shares a "place" with a 520-year-old tree, a living symbaol
of nature, called Hakjasu or “scholar™ tree in the historic Jeong-dong district near
Deoksoo Palace.

The composition pulls back and suspends the two main building masses creating
an entrance plaza and gathering place with this tree at its focal point. The building
base ties together these two main blocks. This undulating mass is wrapped with a
continuous wooden screen composed of western red cedar. Its soft curves frame the
public space arpund the tree adding to the rich composition of textures and materials
at the entrance to the building. The wood will age to resemble the undulating walls

surrounding Deoksoo Palace.
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The historic Jeong-dong context plays an important part in the building materials
and organisation of the embassy. Jeong-dong is built of stane, brick and wood in
varying hues ranging from grey to red. Embassy materials have been chosen carefully
to harmonise with these colours and textures and to extend the pedestrian walk that

meanders along the undulating Decksoog Palace wall.

A protection plan for the 520-year-old tree was critical. The massing was designed for

minimum impact on the tree roothall. Using an existing urban site, directing drainage
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into landscaped areas, coordinating with local materials, minimising parking through " ;r-' B
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a mgh-density automated system, providing open space, reducing light pollution by nain oublic entancs
screening and curtain wall design, maximising energy efficiency, commissioning - 4, S20-ywar-old tree

these were all measures taken to promote sustainability.
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