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Tutal Hheor area fproash | 457m"
Tutal foor area (et 1 (8 1m°
Plat samet 5016 m*

Grreeming rate: 0.4:3

Flot rate: 024

Bailding deasity LIEARE 0.30
Velume igrosel” & 328m"

Etory: 1

(Cost fincl. equipment): E570 000

Painters’ Cooperative Graz - Reorganization

and Extension
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Design company: Bemhard Hafner Architect
BERTEE{d: Bernhard Hafner§ &t/ 5]

The existing production facility of the Painters’Cooperative Graz, used
for the production and sales of paints and accessories was technologically
outdated in need of reconstruction. No investments had been made for
decades. Finished products and materials were transported across an open
courtyard between two existing buildings. One of them, a truck garage of
prefabricated construction, was adapted to house new production equipment
including three silos housed in an addition penetrating the roof. The other,
three contiguously built hall type structures dating from different periods,
were emptied and renovated for sales and storage. The front construction
field was torn down and replaced by a frame-structure into which a glass
prism was so placed as to show that another design solution for it is pos-
sible. It rises above the roof of the sales building, features a terrace in front
and serves as frontispiece at the entry to the lot. A new tract replaces a mi-
nor addition existing at the rear. The second, quite different attention getter
is the silo housing on the opposite side. All buildings have facades with air
circulating between panelling and insulation. Panelling consists of enam-
elled, point-supported plate glass separated by small gaps for air circula-

tion, Existing coupled windows of the production building integrate into it._

There, enamel coating does not exist. Insulated glass 6/16/6 mm of sizes of
2-3 by 1 m, point supported every meter by special stainless steel fittings,
is used. Except for small plates holding glass in place, no structural support
is visible from the outside. Inside, wing rods of either compression or ten-
sion loads are used instead of profile steel. A 13 m high, suspended, point-
supported glass-curtain through which the silos may be seen, is technologi-
cally the most demanding part of construction. It was jointly developed by
the architect and the engineer and proved to be both the most cost-efficient
and attractive solution. The glass prism features similar glazing backed by
load-bearing circular tubes for statics. The new painters’ production facility
attracts without bold advertising. Lighting enhances the view in the evening
and at nights.
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