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Eddie Lee [ERSLENIR)

The Central School of Speech and Drama is an international centre for the
dramatic arts. Currently in its centenary year the School has been based in
the Swiss Cottage area of North London since 1956. Jestico + Whiles were
appointed by the School in March 2003 to provide new teaching spaces
as well as masterplanning the concluding phases of their development
programme which began in the late eighties.

Situated on the School’s prominent south west corner the new extension
has consolidated the previously disparate range of rented off-site facilities
onto one campus. It accommodates a variety of rehearsal and performance
spaces for very specific activity based teaching.

Our design approach was to develop a simple elemental expression of the
programme articulated in response to the context, creating a site-specific
building. It had to look complete, while being designed as an integral part

of the final phase of the School's development, contributing to the wider -

regeneration of the Swiss Cottage area currently taking place to the south.
The resulting desjgn groups and stacks the small and medium teaching
spaces together separately from large performance spaces. They are
contained in two distinetly coloured rendered boxes: large spaces orientated
towards Eton Avenue to the south, small and medium aligned to the
adjacent road, with circulation and ancillary spaces filling the irregular
residual areas. The centrally-located main staircase and lift negotiate
the varying difference in levels between the double height teaching and
performance spaces, mezzanines, and adjoining building,

Double glazed units in conjunction with the acoustically insulated
doors, heavy enclosing walls and the buffer zone effect of the corridors
themselves prevent excessive traffic noise from reaching the teaching and
performance spaces,
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Curtain walling with transparent, fritted, and translucent glass panels wraps
around the west and south sides enclosing the main circulation routes.
- The fragmentary effect of the different glass treatments makes for a more
compelling perception of the context from the inside and helps to moderate
__thescale of the curtain walling externally. The reflective nature of the solar
glass used also helps to animate the curtain walling, incorporating and
distorting reflected images of the surrounding buildings across its surface
during the day. At night, the varied translucencies of the back-lit glass
create a shadow play of figures passing in and out of view. Deep mullions
provide a degree of solar shading, appearing as a blank solid wall when
viewed obliquely from the south which then opens up to reveal more of the
inside as the building is approached and passed, a conscious reference 10
the stone fins of Spence’s Swiss Cottage library.
Environmentally, the building will achieve a BREEAM rating of very
good. In order to succeed in this, the development must minimise its impact
on the natural environment, both locally and globally, and ensure healthy
working conditions for its occupants.
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