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Suntory Museum of Art

A "Japanese-style room”

"Japanese-style room" is a comfortable space where people are able to relax on

in the city was to be the concept of the museum. A

tatamis that are laid on the floor, and among the Japanese traditions, is the maost

relaxing and relieving environment.

People of the 20" century sought for 2 museum that was an exaggerated “urban
monument”, yet people of the 21" century are looking for a peaceful "Japanese-style
ropm”. In fact, as the Suntory Museum of Art worked on the theme "Beauty of Life’
from an early stage of planning, there is no other museum which is suited to be a
"Japanese-style room". This museum should reveal its natural self at the frontier of

the global trend.

The "Japanese-style room” building should not be a pretentious bluff. The
*Japanese-style room"® is constructed by human-friendly materials cherished in our
daily bives - for example white porcelain kind to the skin, paulowma which maintains
humidity, and white oak used for barrels. A light adjusting device hinted from the
design of the traditional Japanese window "Muso-Koshi" was placed on the frontage
facing the greenery of the park. This device softens the scenery and light falling into
the "Japanese-style room". Japanese people have used these kinds of devices to

appreciate the four seasons and the passing time.
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Completion Date:

Architect: Kengo Kuma & Associates + Nikken Sekkei




