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Elsa Morante Library

The pre—existing building for the new Lonate Ceppino Public Library already belonged to Lonate Ceppino’s
histerical heritage. On a rectangular plan, the two-level buildings housed the Civic Library on the ground
floor, while the first floor had been left unused. From the outside, the main entrance facade has a higher
decorative part which is independent from the roof structure. The design of the fronts is organised in
harizantal bands at ditferent heights, while on the north, south and west fronts a system of vertical
pilasters apportions the windows on both floors.

Besides the east front, a new well-balanced volume has been built. The new volume’s architecture is
marked by a narrower profile on its top, with a sloping side that restrains to give more space to the
historical building pitches. The dialogue between the volumes is the key and main theme leading the
whale intervention. The relationship between the two is nourished by juxtaposition between matterness
and lightness, selidity and instability, opaque and reflecting materials. The highlighting of differences
underlines the peculiarities of both volumes, in a mutual figure-background relationship. The twe buildings
are connected through a glazed roofed little volume. The entrance is on the left side and a further woaoden

cannection goes to the first floor,
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