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A TANA Courthouse
B E R

Design company: Stein Halvorsen AS Sivilarkitekter MNAL
BREIBEGL. Stein Halvorsen AS Sivilarkitekter MNAL

The courthouse is a landmark of Tana and is the first courthouse built to
serve (predominantly) the Lapps - the famous native Sami people of the
north. It houses “Indre Finnmark Public Court” and is situated in Tana, a
small town of the Artic with aprox. 5000 inhabitants placed along Tana
River in the middle of the artic areas of the north. The Lapps are a nomadic
people and as such their traditional building culture is dominated by move-
able structures.

Due to its public function the courthouse has a form nspired by the north-
ern lights - aurora borealis - and the vast plains of Vidda - the Nordic tun-
dra. A large sculptural wall - the Aurora wall - is facing the town centre and
gives shelter to the visiting people.

A large amount of small birches is kept to connect the courthouse to Vidda
and the roots of the Sami people. These trees are a dominant feature which
changes character during the seasons - in winter the sun is gone and there
is used coloured glass in window openings to make patterns reminiscent of
the colourful handicraft of the Sami culture. At summer there is sun day and
night and the fresh green of birches 1s seen as relief to the natural coloured
wooden wall.

The exterior of the Courthouse is clad with natural lerch laid in a variety
of ways due to the character of each building element. The base is a long
rectangular core made in precast concrete elements - which divide the
building in two zones, between public and internal functions. The internal
functions are placed in a functional row on the north side of the core. The
public functions are placed in front of the solid core - one small and one
large courtroom is expressed as two freestanding rooms underneath the fan
made of the roof and the Aurora wall. The small courtroom 15 also used for
weddings - the building scene is used for both legal processes, convictions
of serious crime as well as for formal moments - weddings etc.

As the public interior is an extension of the outdoor area it has rough sur-
faces - concrete floor with natural stones and in-situ concrete walls, while
the courtrooms have a refined birchwood interior detailing in contrast to the
roughness outside.
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Project architect Harald Bralhe

Imteriors’ the architec

Landsenping: the architect

Progect manager! Mecmesdnlt A5 « Alfred Larsen
Cliept: Mordlyebyvge AS

Munscipality: Tana

Contractar: Mats hus AS v Kjell Pettersen

el: Elektronor A3

plumbang= T, Bexfarth A5

ventilatim: Morvent A5

bailding: Duottar Oy

Pretopraphs by Biame Riesto, Harald Brekke
Finishsad: Spring 200

Latation: Tann Bru

Cirnes ares: Ri0m*

Building costs ex tax: NKR 138 millzon ¢ § 2.25 millzon
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