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Kielder Observatory

The design brief called for an inexpensive building, not only suitable to house two telescopes and a warm
raom, primarily intended for amateurs and outreach work, but also suitable for scientific research. The
design had to achieve a positive relation to the exposed setting on top of Black Fell overlooking Kielder
Water and had to include both the faclities needed in this remote site and a "social space” for interaction

and presentations, while being accessible both literally and culturally.

Timber was chosen as the material for the observatory early in the design process. Besides being a low
carbon material and the obvious relation to its forest setting, the architects wanted a low-tech engineering
aesthetic for the observatory, the opposite of the NASA-inspired world of high tech, high-expense and
exclusive science. Instead, the architects wanted to evoke the curious, ad hoc structures that have served as
observatories down the ages, and to the timber structures of the rural/industrial landscape at Kielder, the
pit props of small coal mines and the timber trestle bridges of the railway that served them. The architects
felt that a beautifully handcrafted timber building with "Victorian™ engineering would be more inspiring in

this setting than seamless, glossy domes.
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