Community Centre in Songjiang New

Town  #STEmARMR AL Hul

Architect: Zhou Jun Eg|EZHIF. FiE

Construction Area: 11,000m’

Location: Shanghai, China

Completion Date: 2006

Photographer: Wang Jinliang, Zhang Min
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Songjang is 40km away southwest from Downtown
Shanghai. Used to play a more important role than the
city of Shanghai before the 1840s, it is, nowadays, an
administrative district in Great Shanghai Area. Like many
other places in China, the city scale of Songjiang has
experienced radical expansion in the recent 15 years.
The new town, 5 times larger than the old one, has been
developing gradually from the rice field north to the old
town.

In the centre of the new town lies a park of 300m wide,
3.17km long, surrounded by densely-developed high-
rise residential buildings. Community Centre is one
of the few public buildings in the park. Mainly serving
the neighbourhood, the Centre consists of a 500-seat
theatre, small library, gym, exhibition hall, and some
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classrooms.

The building, being divided into two wings with the main
entrance and lobby in between, naturally separates the
volumes according to the property rights of private part
(east wing) and public part (west wing) as required. The
layout also establishes a good relationship with the
lake and square around, and fits the irregular shape of
property line due to the land ownership transition.

As for the building structure, it is reinforced-concrete at the
Dase and light steel structure above. The latter provides
an outdoor-activity deck for the neighbourhood with good
sights towards the greenbelt in the limited site. With the
combination of the two structure types, the building, either
seen on the ground or from the surrounding high-rise
buildings, seems perching lightly in the park.
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1. South view along the lake
2. South entrance

3. Northwest aerial view
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Site Plan
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4. North entrance and descending
pedestrian square

5,6. Rool activity deck
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&, Multi-functional room on 3™
tloor

9. Skylights of lobby

10. Details of corridor

11. Details of staircase
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1* Floor Plan:

1. Main entrance plaza

2. Void

3. Lobby

4. Chess and card room

5. Multi-functional lecture room
6. Distance education

7. Technological innovation room
8. 5cience and technology room
9. Calligraphy and painting room
10. General classroom

11. Gym

1 2. Toilet
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2™ Floor Plan:

. Lobby

500-seat theatre
Stage

Control room
Lounge
Reading room
7. Exhibition hall
8. Office

9. Classroom

10. lerrace

11. Mechanical room
12. Toilet
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3" Floor Plan: W8 F i
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1. Cultural activity room :

2. Outdoor activity square 2. EZERITH
3. Reading room 3. WEE

4. Outdoor tea room 4. BHEE

5. Toilet 5. D4 g
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