Now Factory Creative Office Park, Jiading, Shanghai
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Project Name: Mow Factory Creative (HDee Park . Jiadhing, Shanghai Location: Mo, 70, Bole Road, Jiading Disiriel, Shanghai Design: 20011=2014 Construction: 20]2-
M4 Site Ares: 28 R&0m’ Floor Area: 44 340m" Building Story: 6 Building Height: 23 9m Stroctural System: Reinforced Conerele Structure Principal
Materials Used: Steel, Aluminum plate, Glass, Stone, Wood, Coating, #te. Design Team: | Design Director: Wang Hui | Technical Director: Wu Wenyi | Praject Director: We Yan,

Dy Aihong, Tang Kang=huo | Architecture Designers: Tang Kang=huo, Wang Tao, Wang Jinging. Zheng Minglo, Lin Shoang, £hao Hongyan, Zhang Y engjian, Fheng Na, Luo Lixian, Chen Rui,
i Tu, Lin Nini, Yang Liu, Lin Xiuging, Liang Xuecheng Collaborators: Umied Design Group Ine. (Shanghaij (LDI), Shanghai DHD Curdain Wall Design&Consuliing Co., Lid. (Curtain

Wall Design) Client: Jisding State—owned Assets General Contractor: Shanghai Construction ho. 1 (Group) Co., Lud,  Photographer: S Shengliang
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“Now Factory" is a renovation project located at the edge of old Jiading, a city with 800 years of history and
a small southern town flavor. This project plays a role of injecting cultural vitality into this historical town.
The original factory was a textile manufacturer whose workshops were densely crowded within the precious
downtown area. Such density is no longer allowed in the old city today, so with this project, preservation is
not only an issue of urban memory, but also an economic measure as well.

The first renovation on site was a large workshop with skylight that was converted into an art museum by an
earlier architect. Urbanus was then commissioned to renovate the remaining set of massive buildings. Since

a large scale institution was already on site, Urbanus' approach was to encourage a plural community, which
can include diverse tenants instead of just one, employ a rich network of communication away from seclusion,
and obtain creative public scenarios inside inspiring spaces. Selected existing structures were renewed and
transformed into a more inviting system composed of a central plaza, a creative market hall, and a roof farm.
These places are linked by three-dimensional passages that introduce additional surprises.

The paths and plazas help dissolve the original massive and enclosed buildings, but were not sufficient

in themselves to connect the new texture of this factory into the old one of the city. Four roof-top boxes
arranged in the shape of a windmill were added to the skyline of the factory. This measure helps create a
subdivided layer for the flatness of the roof level, as well as weaken the feeling of massiveness over the
existing structure from the street view. These four boxes, plus one cantilevered to view the city moat, are the
only structures with an elaborate skin design, while the rest of the buildings are in plain cement finish with
simple fenestrations. The only so-called “decorative” elements on the facade are stairways that dramatically
link the ground to the roof, implying a vivid life under the simplicity of the calm surface.

This kind of vitality is to be further developed by the tenants who will run new types of innovative business.
In order to nurture the atmosphere of a creative community, the design includes a series of mural festivals
that will colorize the factory and its life as well.
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