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General view

New Branch of the Cooperative Credit Bank
11 Kilometres of Chain....

The architecture seems like an ode to clarity, transparency, to conceptual essence itself, while at the same

time never losing sight of that direct functional relationship with the public, not just words from a bank

wide, luminous open informal space given over to a children’s play area, quite a novelty in a bank, besides
the obligatory comfortable sofas at the entrance. Wherever one goes from the counters to the meeting
rooms one is breathing in that atmosphere of ordinary domesticity that never descends into the banal af

predictable.

The inclusion of the chains an the facade, 11 linear kilometres, are no mere stylistic or aesthetic pretence
no external second skin. The idea is much more considered. The whole building, changes, shimmers and
modifies its physical consistency. The curtain of chains hanging from on high fluctuates lightly letting off a
gentle ringing, like Tibetan prayer bells. It captures the light bringing it inside, moulding it, and changing

it, thus transforming the massive potentially heavy interior so that the whaole building becomes a gigantic

semitransparent lamp. In direct sunlight they act as protective sunshades
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Studio KUADRA (www.kua

Architect:

Lanascape deck




