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European Investment Bank

The new headquarters building for the European Investment Bank (EIB), with its compelling 13,000
square-metre glass roof, extends Sir Denys Lasdun's existing buildings on Luxembourg's Kirchberg plateau.

It provides 72,500 square metres of office space and other facilities for up te 750 employees.

The striking tubular glass roof spans the entire, 170-metre-long and 50-metre-wide structure. In
combination with an extremely lightweight glass and steel superstructure, it offers a maximum of daylight
and transparency. In addition, the building’s zigzag plan encourages a non-hierarchical office layout that
promotes interaction and communication. This unrivalled office environment is carried by an environmental

programme that reflects a progressive approach towards sustainability in architecture.

Key to the new headquarters’ ecological concept is the glass roof which curves around the floor plates to
create the atriums in the V—shaped "gaps” of the building wings. The landscaped winter gardens on the
valley side are unheated and act as climate buffers. In contrast, the atriums on the boulevard side serve

as arculation spaces; hence temperatures have to be kept at a comfortable level. Both winter gardens

and "warm" atriums are naturally ventilated through openable flaps in the shell to draw fresh air into the

building and to reduce heat gain especially in the summer months.
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Completion Date: 2008

Architect: Ingenhoven Architects




