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General view

Wakering Road Foyer

Wakering Road Foyer provides 116 bedsits for disadvantaged young people. The foyer tackles social
exclusion among vulnerable sixteen to twenty-five-year-old through housing and training programmes
that transform their lives. It accommodates young people with a range of support needs, including young
parents, ex-drug users, wheelchair users and those with minor mental-health difficulties. Residents spend

up to two years there to gain independence before moving on to a home of their own,

The massing allows sunlight into all of the dwellings, distances the dwellings and offices from the noise
of Narthern Relief Road, and reinforces the street edges. The L-shaped building, made up of a two- and
a nine-storey block, creates a sheltered garden at ground level and a sunny roof garden. The interaction
of the two- and nine-storey blocks is expressed by two distinct materials. Fibre-reinforced-concrete

rainscreen cladding dresses the taller wing, while curtain walling defines the low-lying wing.

The landscaped garden is for residents and staff, with a secure play area reserved for the adjacent creche,
Trees and an existing embankment screen the garden from Northern Relief Road. The second-floor roof
garden, for the young parents and their babies, includes a lawn and "living roof" to encourage biodiversity,
as well as a pavilion for all-weather use. The landscaping promotes sustainable urban drainage, reducing
surface-water run-off with planting and permeable paving.
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Main entrance from outside



