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From the road on the south, the skeleton of the roof gives evidence of the history of the building

San Giorgio Library

Apart from functional requirements, the building is designed to give shape to the urban space around it:
the issue was to inject and express a sense of modern-day culture in this kind of context while making only
minar alterations: how to provide a "library” while introducing in the new architecture a sense of both the
old factory and the idea of being the research instrument inherent in a library; bringing together past and
future, well aware that there is no conceptual difference between designing something new and recovering

the past, just in the number of constraints to be faced,

The structure involves three vaulted aisles covering 4,000 square metres, The competition called for its
conversion into a library containing 350,000 books, 600 readers, 100 multimedia stations, a conference
room for 100 seats, a children’s space with outdoor spaces, offices and a coffee bar. It is re-designed
keeping the old vertical structures while introducing wide floors, changing the vaulted roof into laminated
wooden nbbing, setting a compact image on the longitudinal fronts, stripped down at the north and south
terminals, The result 15 an overall image of a skeleton which draws out the old features and breaks them

down.
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The space for the children’s hibrary




