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Design company: Hudson Archifects
Design team: Anthony Hudson, Dieter Kleiner
BOETMME. Anthony Hudson

Dieter Klainer

Built into the hillside of the Derbyshire countryside, offering spectacular
uninterrupted views of the Amber Valley, The Light House is the latest in a
series of inspiring private houses by a practice that have set new standards
in domestic architectural design in the UK.

The client was familiar with the work of Hudson Architects having read of
the award winning Baggy House (1994) designed for an equally stupendous
isolated site in North Devon.

For Hudson Architects the four bedroom house, commissioned by private
client Jackie Lee, has been a study in material use and zoning. With all
reception rooms located on the ground floor level the house is divided into
three distinet zones characterised by their matenality.

Local development restrictions meant that the house could not exceed 1
metre above the road level, necessitating a design that could slot into the
hillside. With its northerly side built into the rock of the hill the building’
s materiality becomes progressively light towards the South elevation,
moving from solid red stone (a stone matching that quarried locally and
found on the site), to timber and then glass.

A red stone boundary wall anchors the property into the landscape on the
Naorthern side and runs into the interior, featuring extensively in polished
form in the entrance hall. The cut from the rock analogy continues in the
master bathroom, where walls and floor are stone clad and the bath and
utilities are embedded in a red stone plinth.

The roof is the primary elevation as viewed on arrival and its treatment
was carefully considered. Wrapping around and down the North West wall
the heavy slate roof is made of 1000 mm = 600 mm = 30 mm solid tiles,
Its tortoiseshell colouration is designed to pick up on the patchwork of
roofs and fields in the valley below. It is punctured only once with a 3.8m
diameter hole, allowing light into the central sunken courtyard, creating
shadows inside the house throughout the day.
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Stnsctaral engineer: Techniker

Services apgineer Bridgford Constrortion
Guantity surveyoe: Buarkes Hunter Adnma
Landscape desgner Diarmund Lavin
Audio visusl consultans: Giheon Musi
Clignt: Jackw Lao

Phaotographer: Steve Thwnsend
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Visitors arrive via a sunken forecourt through expansive woven stainless
steel automatic gates.

Entry to the property is through a 90mm thick Oak panelled door into the
hallway which features black satin painted fitted cupboards that conceal a
guest toilet, and leads through to the main reception spaces.

Moving from the entrance further into the house lighter aesthetics become
apparent as you enter one large open plan space occupied by the kitchen,
living and dining areas. The kitchen is characterised by a custom built

double extractor, housed in a suspended stainless steel drum, the form of

which rhymes with the circular roof opening at the entrance.

The living space is orientated towards a fireplace with brushed steel
surround, drawing the eye to the south-west glazed elevation and the
dramatic sun lounge and balconies. The lightness of the south facing fa”ade
culminates in the spectacular 2-storey sun lounge, which protrudes from
the house over the sloping grounds. Frameless fully glazed walls ofter180
degree views over the valley and town below, while the cantilever provides
occupants with a sense of floating in space.

A small area in the attic of the sun lounge provides a quiet study space,
separate to the rest of the house. Oak flooring runs throughout, creating
seamless expansive areas and extending into the lower ground floor via
a beautifully detail stair, seemingly cut out of the solid oak, leading to
ancillary spaces on the lower ground level (3 additional bedrooms and
bathrooms for guests and a laundry) which are arranged around a sunken
courtyard.
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