Gignac

France

Europe

320

CCVH-Gignac

At the entrance to the city of Gignac, the stake consists in positioning on this place a urban complex, a
village around a square. Every building has an independent access to the garden, is autonomous and has

its own identity. The traffic of vehicles is channelled around the entity allowing the heart to become only
pedestrian.

A particular care is brought to the set-up of buildings. The main constructions are facing north/south to
facilitate the natural ventilation. This choice of set-up has two other objectives: shelter the central garden
by protecting it from the North wind, and then maintain views an the tower of Gignac, the Pic Saint Baudille
and the low valley of Hérault.

Only the building used for the Communauté de Communes is perpendicular, it marks the city entrance and
the access to the site, it closes the internal garden. The medical pole and the pole of services face each
other around the central garden. Their composition is symmetric, unitarian, modular and evolutionary. This
allows to answer both the climatic comfort and the respect for the surrounding built heritage. Zinc, stone
and concrete are the essential materials of this composition and make achao for the traditional matenals of
the place, both for the houses and for the agricultural structures.
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