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If the industrial revolution in the early last century gave rise to the modern
architecture, what changes will the information age bring to architecture?
Digital Beijing has given us a chance to explore architecture in the infor-
mation age. The whole design process is also a process for us to reconsider
and redifine the information architecture.

The original idea was based on the conception of a scene. We applied the
method of analysissitus to generalize the form of Digital Beijing from these
new aesthetical pictures. Its image is just like an integrated circuit board,or
a part of the enlarged microchip. It grows from the quiet water surface and
the water is falling from the top just like a waterfall. They are gradually
evolved into a star shower-Here, we do not avoid the problem of forms, but
seek or create a kind of materialized forms to display an enlarged digital
microworld and to reveal that the information age originates from the old
and primitive material world. '
In some sense, fluidity and hierarchical diversity demonstrated by the mod-
ern city space and the microchip structure are the essential concept of the
design.

Digital Beijing is no more than a special builidng. On the one hand, it is a
storage of the Olympic information. On the other hand, 1t 1s more like an
information center of the city. Based on this concept, we successfully and
logically cut the shape of Digital Beijing into four divisions. One division
in the east side is the office area with good lighting and vision. The divi-
sions in the middle and in the west side are for digital plant rooms. Four
information divisions are accessed and agitated through the network bridge
at the entrance on the ground floor. They are responsible for starting gradu-
ally from the underground first floor the functional digital carpet to become
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simply a collage of these concepts, but also a merge of optional concepts
nto a continuous network to become an integrated system. CPU of the sys-
tem is an intermediate virtual digital museum. It is of importance because
it is the only part open to the citizens. In order to highlight its openness of
the builidng, to awaken people’s enthusiasm about new technology and to
accentuate the digital age from the perspective of sight and touch, we use
the short north and south side as the office entrance with a need for safety
and security, while open the longest east and west side to the city, by which
the citizens can go through the dynamic network bridge, through the water
curtain of the digital star shower into a ditigal palace. Here people can di-
rectly buy the most pioneering digital products, know the history, present
and future of the digital technology, visit the worldly advanced informa-
tion technology display and presentation, and experience the virtual digital
space. Here people can perceive the digital age, enjoy the digital age, and
appreciate the digital age! This emotional sublimation can drive the spiritu-
al connotation of this builidng; it is the evidence and record of this age, is a
commemoration of this historical period that people began to hold attention
to the digital technology.

The process that the information age tends to adopt the simplified approach
to improve efficiency and to unfold miracles is just an important feature of
the modern aesthetics. Thin TV screens can let us know every comer of the
world, but only show images without revealing the secrets behind. How-
ever, repetition of the simplest elements, 0 and 1. can form such a complex
computer language. The whole world is progressing towards formal simpli-
fication of objects as well as towards formal hiding of its inherent functions.
We hope Digital Beijing is just like the huge TV screen in the hiving room
of the Olympic park. It conveys the Olympic information, presents the
Olympic scenes and reveals the perspective rules of the information age.
Construction of Digital Beijing is only a point of time in the long history
of this building for it will be constantly created and updated, and it will be
under construction for ever.
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