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U-CLUB, Beijing
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Design company: Urbanus Architecture & Design Inc.

Chief architect: Wang Hui

Team: Chen Chun Zhao Liwei Zhang Longyi Liu Shuang Sun Yimeng Li ling
Li Juonkan Gong Wei hang Yongging Zhu Qinghui
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The plan provided by MVRDV for Tianjin Wantong Taida Town, is a
counteraction to the planning method of being utterly destroyed and
vigorously established that is currently popular at home. When visiting
the site, designers of MVRDV were attracted by the old streets and trees
left on the site with the absolutely demolished buildings. And they started
from this and proposed a planning scheme with the completely retained
originally road network.

The workshops which have not yet been torn down on the site can naturally
coexist with the new plan. They are selected as the sales office to convey
the concept and spirit, and named as "U-CLUB" Shangyoukaichang.
"U-CLUB" consists of three parts: one old workshop of wood structure
peeled oft with only an empty shell, inside containing a glass house as the
sales office; one workshop transformed to be an indoor theatre; a cluster
of small buildings linking the two workshops so as to meet the functional

needs of offices, and to play the character of small-dimension buildings

in the simulation MVRDV scheme. Several enclosed and semi-enclosed
courtyards provide various appropriate places for the outdoor activity.

The glass box is not only a fashionable sales center corresponding to the
planning project, but also a lamp illuminating the wood structure of the
old workshops. The column-like ceiling lamps grow at the same time from
the glass ceiling to both top and bottom ends, just like meteors falling
from the wood roof. The activity hall is then a neutral container, allowing
various stage scenes to be changed, so the design is considerably at ease.
Transformation of the two workshops does not care too much about
the excessive architectural treatment but pays more attention to how to
accommodate all the possibilities. After all, the workshops have the public
readability, and are extremely effective to serve as the carrier of the urban
activities.
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