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Design company: Insiitute of Architectural Design & Research Chinese Academy of Sciences
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Splendid Times Tower is located in the central section of northern west
zone of Zhongguan Village, Beijing. It neighbors North Fourth Ring Road
and faces Beijing University across a street.

The design aims to satisfy the requirements of urban design and overall
planning of west zone of Zhongguan Village, and meanwhile it pays
close attention to the special value of the cultural resources and natural
scenery of West Hill with a view to create a new order by resolving various
contradictions. In the course of designing, baselines, textures, interfaces
and other factors which may bring the change of order are all taken into
systematical consideration. The means of contraposition, symmetry, and
gradual change are applied in the design, thus the proportional system
involving the relationships between the architecture and the city, the
location and other architectures are reestablished, till at last the new
architectural entity is inferred, the fulcrum is acquired between necessity
and haphazard, rationality and romance, craft and arts, simpleness and
complexity.

Between left and right

Buildings in the west zone of Zhongguan Village are just like various
actors on the stage, typical in appearance but condition each other and exist
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Purposa’ Office building

Usage: Soentific research, office

Dreeigmesd ard completed in 2002 ared 3004 reapostivaly
Lascutinn: West Zome of Zhonggaan Village, Haidinn District
Building srea” 64 553m”

Constrection anea’ 64 250 m'

Site: Ehonggpanechiun, Beajing

Tzl planned foor ares: 10 100m°

Total construction area! &4 380 m*°

Total ground construction area: 36 638 m*

Total underground constructson ares: 27 751 m"
Coveragn: 32.0%

Gresning nreat 1 557 m*

Gireening ratio: J6.0%

Flour area ratis’ 363

Grourd parling specn: 30 stalls

Underground parking space: 3040 stalls

Undergroumd biewele packing speos 900 gtalls
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harmoniously and make together a complex of higher quality. Splendid
Times Tower is not the key building in the central area, nor is it located at
the distinct position. [t lies in the center of the north part and is adjacent to
Fourth Ring Road. It is of moderate significance as far as its importance,
position in the area and its functions are concerned. Thus it is neither a
leading actor nor a supporting actor; its position is quite subtle. As a new
building, it is no fond of flubdub, nor does it satisfies with the supporting
role. Therefore, a compromise is made in the basic design strategy. In the
design, the “grey” factor of the buildings on the left and right are distilled
and transformed into a language for self-balance and dialogue with the
surroundings. As an ordinary actor, it tries to be one who is most devoted.
As a factor of the surroundings, it tends to show the outstanding quality
while coordinating with the time and space of the location.

Between inside and outside

Splendid Times Tower lies on the boundary of the west zone and the border
of the road. “The marginal effect” is, on the one hand, reflected in the
proportional state between introversion in the south and extraversion in the
north, which makes it possible for the response of the time and space and
the communication of the inner and outer space, on the other, reflected in
the sense of ultimate creating by the square form in the middle, which help
nurture the dignity and order of office building. Just for this reason, three
interconnected passages are built on the top, groundwork and “atrium in the
city” for the communication between inner and outer space: I the concave
of the top profile, which is the active compromise for effective controlling
the height and creating the sight line for inner and outer communication
and reducing to the greatest extent the shadows casting by the Fourth Ring
Road. It stresses on contributing to the city and meanwhile brings the
vitality and liveliness to the north garden. @ the super white Low-e glasses
in the first three stories aim to connect the inner and outer space and ensure
the openness of the sight. The obvious advantage is shown in the deepening
of on the horizontal level and the sense of floating in the vertical direction.
(@ the lateral atrium of different size in the north and south are shared
lobbies on the response of the external space. The marginal effect is here
materialized in the presence of “urban lateral atrium™ by embedding the
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outer space into the inner part of the building.

Between upside and downside

The restriction in the general relations is indicated in the necessity
of designing in the rectangular structure. The design, therefore, is an
architectural state which is based on the relationship between interfaces,
contraposition and the reflections on baseline network and thus is smooth
and concise outside and changeable and profuse inside. Most important of
all, two-dimensional rectangle 1s not the decisive factor for defiming the
rectangular body. The possibility lies in the metamorphosis and the pleasure
of complicated geometrical games. The metamorphosis from the upside
to the downside 15 the new reflections on “propriety” in Light of functional
determinism. The logic of double pyramids is rooted from the configuration
pyramids creating by the rhythmed extending and converging of the two
transport centers. They are symbolized from inside to the outside. The
ladder-styled hanging garden forms enrich the scenery resources of the
offices on each storey from three directions. The modification 1s different
from the pursuit of the north-to-south office buildings. The scenery of
each storey can be guided to the West Hill Scemic Spot. In a sense, the
exclusiveness of the quality renders it the typical site character.

Between interior and exterior

The coat of the architecture 1s not so much being designed as being
reflected. The proposition is once again embodied in the whole process

of designing Splendid Times Tower. The formal language is , so to speak,
used to narrate the means of building, structure and functional layout as
well as the direct manifestation of the necessary sense of solidness and
the nature of transparency: the bony frame exposing on both ends is the
translucent commumcation center. The equipment room, sanitation facility
covered by the steel mesh and the gridding transparency between girders
and columns can help get in touch with the outside world. The freely-
divided supporting system exists between the two towers and is just hike a
suspension bridge, symbolizing interlinkage, spanning, and communication.
The commonness of the first three stories 1s materialized by applying
super white glass. The independent space above the fourth story makes
use of the highly transparent and lowly reflective Low-e. The inside ot the
glass daughter wall is another kind of virescence. The subtle adjustment
of the transparency indicates the transition of functional units, thus the
proportiona
inside emerges.

Conclusion

The proportional system of Splendid Times Tower 1s reflected 1n dynamic
proportional system consisting of random cones and the looming

system with simple surface and geometrically-structured

symmetrical figures. The dynamics 1s realized from the inside to the outside.
It vitalizes a kind of strength and converges them in the “twin tower”
and makes them the symbol of being advanced, refined and sophisticated
50 that they can be absorbed in the mystery of pyramids and the 1deal of
Babel in Babylon. However, the idealistic expression and the complexity
of geometry as well as the “healthy™ architecture are seemingly drawn by
the “crown-like” double cones. Nevertheless, what we take pride in is its
adherence to the critical surfacism. It applies the concise craftsmanship and
rich experience and concentrates on the proportional system in between.
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