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John Lewis Department Store and Cineplex
and Pedestrian Bridges

Department stores are conventionally designed as blank enclosures to allow retailers the flexibility to
rearrange their interior layouts. However, the physical experience of shops is an increasingly important
consideration to compliment the convenience of online shopping. The concept for the John Lewis

Department store is a net curtain, providing privacy to the interior without blocking natural Light.

The design of the store provides the retail flexibility required without remeoving the urban experience from
shopping. The store cladding is designed as a double-glazed facade with a pattern introduced, making
it like a net curtain. This allows for a controlled transparency between the store interiors and the city,
allowing views of the exterior and natural light to penetrate the retail floors whilst future-proofing the
store towards changes in layout. Thus, the store is able to reconfigure its interiors without compromising

on its exterior appearance.

In order to establish a consistent identity between the cinema and department stare, the curtain concept is
extended to the cinema. This curtain both associates the cinema and department store and resonates with

the theatre curtains which were a traditional interior feature of cinemas.
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